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July 14, 2014

Ms. Sharon Weintraub Dashow
Eugene Zitwer Foundation, Inc.
50 Court Street

Brooklyn, NY 11201-4859

Dear Ms. Dashow,

I recently spoke with the mother of an eight month old baby who found herself in the
hospital on the weekend with no one to help her. Her child was bored and miserable
but she didn’t want to leave her daughter alone to go back to the shelter they were
living in to get her baby’s few toys.

Then she met our Child Life Specialist, Ivana, on Saturday morning, and soon heard
the sound of her baby giggling and playing delightedly. They passed the day together
in the playroom and she only left her daughter when the doctor wanted to consult
with her. She was able to do this because Ivana willingly stayed with her child,
allowing the mother to give her undivided attention to the doctor.

In our conversation, the mom shared with me, “Ivana was there at the most critical
time, when I really needed someone. She wasn’t just there for my baby, she was
there for me, too. And not just as a counselor, but as a friend.”

None of this would have been possible without the support of the Eugene Zitwer
Foundation. Thank you for your most recent and generous grant of $2080 to support
Ivana’s work for the next half of 2014. We are so very grateful for your ongoing
support of the Weekend Child Life Playroom at Bellevue Hospital Center.

Sincerley,
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